
 



 

Would you like  
to have your  

beloved remembered? 
 

We invite parishioners to consider a gift of flowers for the altar 
in thanksgiving, in memory, or in celebration of a loved one or 
special event.   

Please call Carolina Menendez   
(909)987-9312 

so you can designate the weekend & occa-
sion.  

 
These intentions will be recognized in 

the bulletin.  Minimum cost for 2 med. 
$100 or 1 large arrangement is $75.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
MONDAY through  

FRIDAY 7:30 am Mass  

SATURDAY 
4:00 PM 

 
1st Saturday Mass 7:30 am  

SUNDAY  
 

7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 am, 1:00 pm (Spanish);  
5:00 pm (Life Teen) 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION  
$V�$QQRXQFHG�LQ� 

WKH�%XOOHWLQ� 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  
Every Wednesday from 8 am to 8 pm and 

Every Friday there is 24-Hour Adoration - 8:00 am ending with 
Benediction at 7:45 am Saturday  

In the Adoration Chapel Located at the south end of Parish Hall 

Saturday, January 1,2022—New Year Day—Solemnity of Mary 
   9:00 AM   †Maria Isabel Aguilar 
  Laura de Castaneda—Happy Birthday 
   4:00 PM  People of the Parish 
Sunday, January 2 
     7:30 AM Wendalinda Bautista 
  †WolfgangWeirher 
     9:00 AM †Pasquale Consiglio 
  Vince Diamzon—Healing 
   11:00 AM †Edmond El Dabe 
  Gamurot & Junsay Families 
  1:00 PM  Deacon Richard Ahmada 
  Jonathan Garcia 
    5:00 PM  Joee Flores—Thanksgiving  
  †Terry Malady 
Monday, January 3 
      7:30 AM †Socorro Valdez 
  †Lois Robinson 
Tuesday, January 4  
      7:30 AM Robert Gonzalez 
  Elba Perez -  Happy Birthday 
Wednesday, January 5 
      7:30 AM All the Souls in Purgatory  
  †Lucy Barca 
Thursday, January 6 
      7:30 AM †Terry Malady 
  Gregory Gannon 
  †Ireneo Garcia 
Friday, January 7 
     7:30 AM  †Edmond El Dabe 
  †Terrance Malady 
Saturday, January 8 
     7:30 AM Heart of Mary Ministry 
  † Mike Hein 
     4:00 PM Martha Alvarez - Happy Birthday 
  †Sandra Marie Danzo 
Sunday, January 9  
     7:30 AM People of the Parish 
  Rodriguez & Riveros Family 
     9:00 AM †Henry Montoya Sr. 
  Vince Diamzon - Healing 
   11:00 AM Emilia Toste 
  †Rafael & Gustavo Reveles 
     1:00 PM †Karine Alexandra Carranza 
  †Roberto Carlos Valencia 
      5:00 PM †Rosalie Hahl 
  †Mary Teluch  

May they Rest in Peace  
�'RULV�(YDQV    

�1LFROH�'DQLHOOH-�&RUWH] 
�%HQMDPLQ�/DXUHDQR 

  �*XLOOHUPLQD�5XL]                                 
�5DOSK�.LUVFK� 
�-RKQ�6HOOHU  

�)HUQDQGR�4XLUR]� 

0DVV�6FKHGXOH�	�,QWHQWLRQV 
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CONFESSIONS 
 

Thursday:  5-7pm / Saturday 8:15am -  9:30 am 

Please open your camera on your 
phone and scan  this OR Code to 
direct you to  the music for this 

weeks  Sunday Masses. 
  Please sing with Us! 
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Our Parish Financial Corner 
 

Sunday 12-19-2021: 
Envelopes/checks:   $  10,852.00 
Plate:       $    1,785.00 
Online Giving 12-19-2021:  $    7,945.00  
Total for 12-19-2021:           $ 20,582.00 
 
JPII Repairs     $      605.00   
YEA Total to date:     $   1,420.00 
 
Total Misc.:    $   2,379.00 

Dear Parishioners, 
For your convenience we have provided several 
ways you can send us your offering. 
 
· Safely drop off in the office between 

the hours 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Mon-
Thurs., Fri. 9am-12. 

 
· Drop in the mail slot in the Serra Building which 

is checked daily 
 
· Mail in to St. Peter & St. Paul, 9135 Banyan St. 

Alta Loma, 91737 
 
· Online giving via our website stpeterstpaul.com 
 
· Through your bank 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our parish 
and we are so grateful to be back in the pews!   
May God bless you and keep you and your families 
safe. 
 
In Christ’s Service 
Fr. Henry 

Diocesan Development Fund 
Campaign Progress 

'LRFHVH�*RDO� ���������� 
3OHGJHV�0DGH� ����������� 
*LIWV�5HFHLYHG� ����������� 
'RQRUV� ��� 
3HUFHQW�RI�*RDO� �������� 
$V�RI� 'HF��������������30� 
We have exceeded our diocesan goal so now the extra 
donations come back to the parish!  Thank You for all 
who are completing their pledges!  THANK YOU!! 

Heaven On Earth…..Come spend 
some time in the quiet presence of our Lord. 

Bask in the warmth of His love. 
 

 If you would like to sign up for 1 hour,  
please contact Karen Hein at (909) 987-9312 ext. 
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0HUU\�&KULVWPDV�WR�\RX�$OO� 
  
:KHQ� -HVXV� ZDV� ERUQ� YHU\� IHZ� SHRSOH� FHOHEUDWHG� +LV� ELUWK��
$PRQJ� WKRVH� IHZ� ZKR� FHOHEUDWHG� +LV� ELUWK� ZHUH� WKH� 6KHS�
KHUGV�� 7KH� ZD\� WKH� VKHSKHUGV� FHOHEUDWHG� WKH� ELUWK� RI� -HVXV�
&KULVW�UHYHDOV�WR�XV�WKH�SDWWHUQ�RI�RXU�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH�–��LQ�RWKHU�
ZRUGV��LW�UHYHDOV�WKH�ZD\�ZH�DUH�FDOOHG�WR�OLYH�RXU�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH��
+HUH� LV� WKH�SDWWHUQ�RI�RXU�&KULVWLDQ� OLIH�UHYHDOHG� WR�XV�E\� WKH�
6KHSKHUGV� 
  

)LUVW�� WKH� 6KHSKHUGV�+($5� WKH�*RRG�1HZV�–� ³WKH� 6DYLRXU� RI� WKH�ZRUOG� KDV� EHHQ�
ERUQ«�*2�DQG�VHH�+LP«´ 
  
6HFRQG��,Q�REHGLHQFH�WKH\�*2�WR�WKH�VWDEOH�WR�6((�WKH�6DYLRXU� 
  
7KLUG��7KH\�7(//�HYHU\RQH�DURXQG�WKHP�DERXW�WKH�6DYLRXU� 
  
7KLV�LV�WKH�SDWWHUQ�RI�RXU�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH���:H�KHDU�DERXW�-HVXV��WKHQ�ZH�FRPH�WR�PHHW�
DQG�NQRZ�+LP��DQG�WKHQ�:H�FDQQRW�KHOS�LW��EXW�VKDUH�WKLV�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG��
+HDU�WKH�:RUG��$GRUH�WKH�/RUG��7HOO�WKH�ZRUOG�� 
  
-XVW� OLNH� WKH� 6KHSKHUGV�� PD\� \RX� DOVR� SUD\� IRU� WKH� FRXUDJH� DQG� RSSRUWXQLW\� WKLV�
&KULVWPDV�VHDVRQ�WR�WHOO�VRPHRQH�HOVH��YHU\�VLPSO\��ZKDW�-HVXV�PHDQV�WR�\RX� 
  
I thank God that you have made St. Peter and St. Paul Parish your  spiritu-
al home!   
  
On behalf of the staff that serve our parish, we wish you and your fami-
lies a happy, holy Christmas and a blessed New Year - 2022!   
 
 
Merry Christmas! 
  

Fr. Henry Sseriiso 
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Dear Jesus, divine physician and healer of the sick, we turn to you in this time of illness. Oh 
dearest comforter of the troubled, alleviate our worry and sorrow with your gentle love, and 

grant us the grace and strength to accept this burden. Dear God, we place our worries in your 
hands. We place our sick under your care and humbly ask that you restore your servant to 

health again. Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will and know that whatever 
you do, you do for the love of us. Amen. —Catholic Prayers for All Occasions 

 ���������� 

 
 

Prayer For Our Sick 
“Please Pray for the Healing of our Family & Friends” 
Please call the parish office, to add a person to the  

prayer list. Due to the many prayer requests, the name will remain on the list 
for 4 weeks.  If additional prayers are needed,  

call to re-submit the name.  
Thank You & May God Bless you. 

Pat York  
Ernie Mena  

Carlos Baldago  
Tito Baldago  

Cecilia Ramirez  
Suzann Medici  

Cecilia Bermudez  
Aurora Torres 

Leslie Gatpayat 
Leanne Powers 
Aurora V. Seli 

Jeffrey Scott Roy 
Rachel Siazon 

Ariel Mirote 
Ann Kelly  

Maria Nicoforos 
Mary Levy 

Liz Gonzalez 
Dolores Hernandez 

Danene Ball 
Tricia Henderson 

Tim Beitler 
Shelly May 

Frank Decoteau  
Starr Norwood 

Mike Smith 
Kathy  James 
Regina Burr  

Teresa Canchola  

Ignacio Pacheco    
Elaine Rohr  
Juana Vega  

Corrine Williams 
Richard Foss 
Paula Bayer 

Veronica Perez 
Monique Fuentes-Ochoa 

Cynthia Miranda 
Joseph Escoto 

Ryan Clark 
Norma Castellanos  
Paul Michael Garcia  

Martha Gama 
Ernie Ochoa 

Nora Contreras  
Antonio Munar 
Jennifer Ray 

Brandon Brown 
Mary Ramirez 
Maria Topacio  

Monica Camara 
Elvira Garcia Rodriquez 

Olga Ferriola 
Richard Ferriola 
Karla Lombardi  

Juan Carlos Boxler 
Donna Siazon  
Rosa Arrieta  

Jeff Don  

You are invited to a Mass of 

Thanksgiving for the Ordination of 

Arinze Michael Ezeoke to transitional 

Deacon.  Please join us as we offer 

our prayers and support to Arinze 

as he has  

taken the next step to his priestly 

ordination. 

 

Where:  St. Peter & St. Paul Church 

When:  Saturday January 8th at 4 pm  

Dinner reception following after Holy Mass in the Parish Hall 
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Please join the Hopeful Lov-
ing Memory Ministry on Sat-

urday January 15th for sharing, prayer and under-
standing as a Caregiver in your walk with a memory 
impaired loved one. Our meeting is from 10am to 
Noon every 3rd. Sat. of the month. 
 

“Please come to be “Blessed, Heard and Loved.” 

For Info Contact; Deborah Waters (Cell #@ 951/203-
8287)-or Josie Urquizu (home # @ 909/987*7348)  

“Important”-Please leave a return # & brief message 
when you call and we will get back to you asap. � 

Thank you & God Bless You!  Our HLMM team; 
Deborah and Josie  

The St. Vincent de Paul Corner 
 

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” 
                    Matthew 25: 31-46  

 

Thank you for your generous participation in St. Peter and St. Paul’s ongoing food collection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-perishable, currently dated food, may be left at any time 
in the receptacle in front of the Church office. 

(Suggestions:  pop tops, chef Boy ardee, cereal, peanut butter, crackers, ramen, granola bars, canned foods etc.) 
 

 Your donations are distributed to His Hands in Upland, 
Mary’s Mercy Center in San Bernardino,  

those in need locally and the homeless who call our Helpline 
 
 

If you or someone you know is struggling with utility bills or other needs, our helpline is available on 
Most Mondays and Tuesdays  from 8:30 to 3:00 

1-800-716-0646 
Leave a message and your call will be returned. 

Questions: Scott, SVDP President: sandnsky8@gmail.com or Sherry, Food Ministry: Busiabaer@outlook.com  
 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, St. Peter and St. Paul Conference – P.O. Box 8192 – Alta Loma CA 91701 



 

(SLSKDQ\        3DJH�� 

Military Ministry Request 
The Military Ministry at St. Peter & St. Paul is seeking anyone interested in being 
part of our team, which will be made up of parishioners who have family mem-
bers actively serving in the military. As well as, those who have a love for our 
military and are dedicated to keeping those who have served in our prayers. 
Activities of this ministry will consist of mailing care packages to military family 
members of our parishioners, support for families that have a loved one serving 
in active duty, coordinating with past and present military families for parish 
events, organizing special Masses and events for the Military holidays and cele-
brations. you are interested in being involved in this ministry, please contact: 
Jonathan & Lynde Peral ta (Jonathan @ 951-285-0270,                                                              
Lynde @909-938-3243) 

Military Prayer List Please pray for those serving our country 

(PFC) Jacob Beaty 
(AMN) Jacob Beckham 

 (MC) Hadji Cabangcalan 
(MSG) Carlos Carrasco 

(LTC) Jeffry Combalecer  
(PFC) Candace Cordero 
(SGT) Christian Cortez 
(SGT) Kurt Rehnburg  

(SMCCA) Raymund Alvaran 
(E3) Alexander Jimenez   

(PFC) Jacob Rivas  

 (PFC) Christian Lopez 
(SSG) Kamrin Pavlos 
(PO) Matthew Peralta 
(MSG) Victor Sanez 
(SSG) Jordan Stone 

(Specialist) Nathan Taylor 
(Sgt) Riley Villapando 
(SR) Nicole Woodall� 

(USMC) Joseph Luzzini  
Daniel Duarte III  

 

Ministry Contact List 
Liturgical Ministries   
Altar Servers  David & Terry DiGuiseppe 730-9067 
Master  of Ceremonies David  DiGuiseppe  730-9067 
Minister’s of  Hospitality Kofi Obeng-aponsah  904-5316 
Eucharistic Ministers Ryan Beck   472-2675 
 
Service Ministries   
A.C.T.S. Missions   Tiffany Wulkopf              565-3348 
Boy Scouts   Marc Cobb                    437-7861 
Catholic 101  Roland Corral   917-6176  
Couple for Christ                  Jon or Rica  818– 804-7188/818– 974-7952  
Cub Scouts /Pack 655 Victor Bernardez   973-9308  
   Luis Navarro   292-6919 
DWS (Divorced, Widowed & Separated Group)              
   Judy Nelson  880-4389 
Filipino Community Min.  Dr. Juanito M. Garlitos OFS (951) 552-3426 
             jmgarlitos6159@gmail.com                    
Grief Support   Andrea Woore   261-3487 
Heart of Mary  (HOM) Teresa Rosales                    (714)883-5177  
Hopeful Loving Memory Ministry  HLMM ♥  
   Deborah Waters           (951)203-8287 
Library Ministry   Parish Office   987-9312 
Marriage Everlasting Lito and Evelyn Hidalgo 605-3951 
Mary’s Table   Elaine Hein          auntielaine1124@aol.com  
Our Charity In Action                 Irene Charrette                    261-9940 
 
Councils/Committees 
Finance Council   Dan Warden   987-9312 
Pastoral Council   Zaki  Mustafa  987-9312 
Hispanic  Coord. Comm. Isaac Mendoza                    (760)694-3553 
 
Prayer Groups  
El Rezo del Santo Rosario  Alejandra Boxler  518-7575 
Current of Grace   Susan Sabahi  987-9312 
Rosary Group   Alice Chavez   987-0812 
Talleras de Oracion y vida        Maria Galvan   560-7178 
                               mlupitagalvan@gmail.com  
Rosary Runners  James Emery  280-1230 
    Tiffany Wulkopf  565-3348 
Eucharistic Adoration Karen Hein          khein@stpeterstpaul.com 
Spiritual Motherhood Sodality  Rose Aytona         rjaytona@hotmail.com 
Ministerio con Pequeñas Comunidades     Raquel Aguilar  803-0301 
 
Support Ministries 
Pastoral Care  Gloria Rivera   987-9312 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Mary Jo Kunkel     731-3313 
Quinceañearas         Sandra Sainz         (626) 587-7556 
Wedding Coordinator  Valerie & Holly  987-9312 
Respect Life   Andrea & Brad Giles    240-6419 
Rosary Making Group  Cay Kim                     980-4248 
Women’s Cancer Supp. Grp.    Judy Nelson     880-4389 
Military Prayer Ministry  Jonathan & Lynde Peralta 938-3243 
Altar Guild  Cheryl Harshman  973-8766 
 
Organizations/Clubs 
Catholic Daughters   Yvette Weilacker                          921-4142 
Cursillo in Christianity  Dennis & Aileen Gamalinda  843-5888 
50+ Plus Club  Betty Farren   987-8826 
Knights of Columbus  Mark Stehle    472-1997 
St. Vincent De Paul Society      Helpline                (800) 716-0646 
World Apostolate 
 of Fatima   Joan Combs   476-2754 
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Our Pastoral Clergy / Staff 987-9312 
   

Fr. Henry Sseriiso  Ext. 223 
 hsseriiso@stpeterstpaul.com 

Fr. Ben Alforque  Ext. 303 

balforque@stpeterstpaul.com 

 

Deacon Richard Ahumada Ext. 302 

 rahumada@stpeterstpaul.com 

Deacon John Barna—  john.w.barna1969@gmail.com  

 
Deacon  Louie Chanco—lchanco@sbdiocese.org 

 
Deacon Nel Rabe — nrabe@sbdiocese.org� 

 

 
6DLQW�3HWHU�DQG��6DLQW�3DXO�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK� 

�����%DQ\DQ�6WUHHW��$OWD�/RPD��&D������ 
���-���-������)$;����-���-���� 

� 
�)DLWK�)RUPDWLRQ�IRU�&KLOGUHQ��*UDGHV��-�� 

%DSWLVP�	�0DUULDJHV����������-���� 
 

6FKRRO��3UHVFKRRO�-�*UDGH���� 
���������-����� 

 
���������'XULQJ�KRXUV�WKH�RIILFH�LV�FORVHG��FDOO� 

���-���-�����IRU�(PHUJHQFLHV�UHTXLULQJ�D�SULHVW� 
 

KWWS���ZZZ�VWSHWHUVWSDXO�FRP�� 
KWWSV���DSS�IORFNQRWH�FRP�VSVSDOWDORPD 

ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�VSVSDOWDORPD 

 
Our Parish Office Staff 987-9312  

 
Business Manager   Karen Hein       Ext. 230 
Parish Secretary/ Liturgy Assistant  Carolina Menendez       Ext  221 
Life Teen Music Coordinator  Melissa Acosta        Ext. 227 
Coordinator of Catechetical Ministries & Marriage Advocate 
    Aileen Gamalinda        Ext. 231 
Coordinator of Confirmation & Youth Ministries  
    Daniel Manriquez        Ext. 300 
Youth & Young Adult Minister          Maggie Kelledy-Paroski    Ext. 301 
YM Administrative Assistant  Suzy Metzgar        Ext .225 
Music Director   Audrey Donaldson        Ext. 227 
Coordinator of Pastoral Care   Gloria Rivera         Ext. 242 
Director of Adult Faith Formation Jenny Campbell        Ext. 243 
IT (Support Specialist)   Jason Cary 
jcary@stpeterstpaul.com 
Intern    Jonathan Garcia              Ext  304 

 
Regular  Parish Office Hours (909) 987-9312 

 Monday - Thursday  
8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Friday - 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 

Children’s Faith Formation & Baptism (909) 980-9423 
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm or by 

appointment  Closed Fridays  
 

%DSWLVP�	�&KLOGUHQ¶V�)DLWK�)RUPDWLRQ��*UDGHV���–�� 
3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�XV�WKURXJK�HPDLO�VR�WKDW�ZH�PD\�DVVLVW�\RX�DV�

VRRQ�DV�SRVVLEOH 
DJDPDOLQGD#VWSHWHUVWSDXO�FRP 
LPFJDXJKH\#VWSHWHUVWSDXI�FRP 

 
 Youth Ministry Office 

Mon-Tuesday: 8:30 am - 2:30 pm/  
Wed and Thurs: by phone only  

9:00 am - 2:00 pm Fri - Sun Closed  
*Please contact us through email so we  

may assist you as soon as possible   
PNHOOHG\SDURVNL#VWSHWHUVWSDXO�FRP� 

dmanriquez@stpeterstpaul.com 

Parish Mission Statement  
We the people of St. Peter and St. Paul Parish, as mem-
bers of the Roman Catholic Church, are a sacramental, 
worshiping community on a journey towards the fulfill-
ment of Christ's Kingdom.  We strive to provide a spir-
itual haven for all people without distinction. We are 
equally committed to the challenges of the gospel mes-
sage. We accept its call to ongoing conversion, the use 
of our gifts for the benefit of our community, and loving 
service to one another.   

Parish School / Preschool through  – 8th grade: 987-7908 
 

Principal – Preschool Director   Kelly Burt   Ext. 235 
Business Manager   Laura Onopa  Ext. 245 
Administrative Assistant   Maria Trujillo Ext. 234 
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0DVWHU�RI�&HUHPRQLHV�0LQLVWU\ 

%H�3DUW�RI�WKH�7HDP 
7KH�SULPDU\�UROH�RI�WKH�0DVWHU�RI�&HUHPRQLHV��0&��LV�WR�DVVLVW�LQ�RUJDQL]LQJ�WKH�0DVV�DQG�GLUHFWLQJ�DOO�OLWXUJLFDO�PRYH�
PHQW�VR�LW�IORZV�ZLWK�WKH�SURSHU�GHFRUXP� �7KLV�LV�D�YLEUDQW��H[FLWLQJ�DQG�UHZDUGLQJ�PLQLVWU\��0&¶V�FRPPLW�WR�D�PLQLPXP�
RI�RQH�ZHHNHQG�0DVV�SHU�PRQWK�DQG�DQ�RFFDVLRQDO�PHHWLQJ�RU�ZHHNQLJKW�0DVV�IRU�VSHFLDO�FHOHEUDWLRQV�RU�IHDVW�GD\V��
0&¶V�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�KDYH�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�VNLOOV��EH�DEOH�WR�JLYH�DQG�WDNH�GLUHFWLRQV�DQG�ZRUN�ZHOO�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ��$OWDU�
6HUYHUV�� 

,Q�RXU�SDULVK�WKH�0DVWHU�RI�&HUHPRQLHV�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�SURSHU�DQG�VPRRWK�FRQGXFW�RI�WKH�YDULRXV�OLWXUJLFDO�FHUH�
PRQLHV�VXFK�DV�WKH�6ROHPQ�0DVV��7ULGXXP�REVHUYDQFHV�HWF� 

:H�WUDLQ�RQ�KRZ�WR�SUHSDUH�WKH�VDQFWXDU\�DQG�DOWDU��LQVWUXFW�WKH�DOWDU�VHUYHUV�LQ�WKH�OLWXUJ\��FRRUGLQDWH�ZLWK�WKH�PXVLF�
GLUHFWRU��XVKHUV�DQG�(0+&�DQG�RWKHUV�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�OLWXUJ\� 

7KH�REMHFWLYH�LV�WR�UHOLHYH�WKH�FHOHEUDQW�IURP�KDYLQJ�WR�FRQFHUQ�KLPVHOI�ZLWK�WKH�ORJLVWLFV�RI�WKH�FHUHPRQ\�DQG�WR�DOORZ�
KLP�WR�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�VDFUDPHQWDO�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�0DVV 

 
'DYLG�'L*LXVHSSH�LV�WKH�0DVWHU�RI�&HUHPRQLHV�0LQLVWU\�FRRUGLQDWRU��2XU�&KXUFK�LV�YHU\�PXFK�LQ�QHHG�RI�ERWK�0HQ�DQG�
:RPHQ�WR�MRLQ�WKLV�UHZDUGLQJ�PLQLVWU\��,I�\RX�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�EHFRPLQJ�DQ�(PFHH��RU�ZRXOG�OLNH�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�'DYLG�'L*LXVHSSH�DW�GDYLGGLJLXVHSSH#KRWPDLO�FRP�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ� 
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St. Joseph, Patron of the Universal Church 
Who was Joseph in the life of Jesus?: )U��%HQ�$OIRUTXH 

6W��-RVHSK��3DWURQ�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVDO�&KXUFK 

Who was Joseph in the life of Jesus? 

In Luke 1:26-27, after establishing the time (“in the sixth month”) and space (“a town of Galilee called 
Nazareth”) for his “historical” account about the circumstances of the conception and birth of Jesus, Luke turns now to the socio-anthropological 
dimension: a young unmarried Mary, in contrast to the old married Elizabeth, is betrothed to a man named Joseph.  Betrothal was a mutual agree-
ment of parents; but the betrothed did not live together while mutually observing their fidelity and love for each other.  Linking Joseph to David final-
izes the identity of Jesus as the only Messiah and there is no other.  Joseph, the poor of Nazareth, is the link of Jesus, the Messiah, to the royal 
Davidic line.   

In Luke 2:1-7 again Luke sets up the “historical” circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus: “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Au-
gustus (Roman emperor) that the whole world should be enrolled…when Quirinius was governor of Syria” (by whom Israel as a Roman colony was 
ruled through its local puppet and despot).  The census or enrollment of the population of the empire was the State’s tool to determine who could 
be soldiers of its military force, workers of its farms and factories and how much tribute or taxes could be levied from each to support the ruling 
families. This royal decree from the center of power is in contrast to that obscure town of Nazareth in Galilee (the hideout of the resistance move-
ment against Roman rule and its local despotic puppet) and now powerless Bethlehem (Beth = house, lehem = bread, hence: Bethlehem = House 
of Bread) a tiny city of David in the old glorious but bygone days of the Davidic dynasty.  Joseph’s quiet compliance to the oppressive State turns 
into a silent obedient commitment of an ordinary man to the vulnerable pregnant Mary and homeless powerless Jesus.  Luke is serving notice of 
the birth of Jesus as the advent of the sign of contradiction and conflictivity.  Joseph provides the link to this sign of contradiction and conflictivity by 
his quiet compliance to earthly power on the one hand, and silent obedience to the will of God, on the other.  Joseph makes the silent encounter 
between the mystery of Jesus’ liberating alternative Kingdom of God and the oppressive unjust Kingdom of Power on earth happen.   

In Luke 2:16-20 we find the poor, lowly and humble ambience of the manger as the privileged space for the emergence of a spectacular message 
from heaven.  As Mary ponders the message of the shepherds in her heart, Joseph rises as the silent keeper of this dramatic spectacle of Messia-
ship and Lordship connected to the Davidic lineage (“For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord … 
wrapped in swaddling clothes … (Luke 2:11-12) through him.   

In Luke 2:41-52 Joseph watches in silence as Jesus claims God’s divine paternity for himself and that he would be after the affairs of his Fa-
ther.  And yet, after finding Jesus in the Temple, Joseph will bring Jesus home.  There he becomes the silent teacher of Jesus in matters of faith 
and trade, of life’s principles and carpentry, of wisdom and practicality.  If Jesus later in his life becomes teacher – the Only Teacher of life and faith 
– he has learned the trade of creativity and preaching from the heart from Joseph.  Joseph is the silent profound wise teacher by word and example 
of Jesus. 

In Luke 3:23-38, we find the genealogy of Jesus from Luke’s special source, a tradition about the lineage of Jesus which is different from the Mat-
thean genealogy. Luke’s genealogy begins with Jesus as the son, as was thought, of Joseph and ends with Adam, the son of God.  This makes 
Jesus a member of the universal humanity, and not just an exclusive possession of the Jewish nation (Matthew’s tradition).  The belongingness of 
Jesus to the human family is made possible by attaching him to Joseph.  That makes Joseph the silent guardian of the mystery of the Incarnation 
of Jesus. 

Joseph the worker, the carpenter – Matt. 13:55, Mark 6:3, Luke 4:22; John 6:42 – and the father, as thought of, of Jesus.  Identifying Jesus to Jo-
seph and his trade has made Jesus and his words and deeds unacceptable to the people.  Because he “originated” from Joseph, an ordinary man, 

a simple carpenter.  Because Jesus’ mentor was a silent insignificant worker.  This 
experience of unacceptability and rejection has become an invitation to prophetic soli-
darity with the poor, the workers, the rejected and marginalized at the periphery of soci-
ety.  It is to these people, the poor, the sinner, the outcast, the lawless, that Jesus 
would identify himself with.  Joseph is Jesus’ silent teacher to a quiet persistent solidari-
ty with the silenced poor of a silent Yahweh.  

In Luke’s Gospel, Joseph with his Silence is the Quiet Protector of the Silence of God. 

A Happy, Quiet, Profound and Liberating New Year to us all. – Fr. Ben 
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